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In the Footsteps of Takeshiro Matsuura and the Ainu - Walking Guide
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(Jtafic words are Ainu. Some have only Ainu names. )
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@cCultural property comprising the Japan Heritage "Kamikawa Ainu in Coexistence with Kamuy"

About Takeshiro Matsuura

Takeshiro Matsuura (Feb. 6, 1818 - Feb. 10, 1888) was an explorer living from the late Edo period to the Meiji
era, and is famous for naming Hokkaido. The “kai” in “Hokkaido” means “people born in this land,”
implying he intended to claim that Hokkaido was the home of the Ainu.

Born in a small town (current day Onoe-cho, Matsusaka City) in Mie Prefecture on the main island of
Japan, Takeshiro landed in Ezo-chi (Hokkaido), in 1845, at the age of 28. Over the following 13 years he
made a total of six expeditions and explored the whole island, even venturing to the islands of Sakhalin
and Etorofu (current day Russia). He compiled a total of 151 exploration reports and recorded 9,800 place
names in the Ainu language. Records of his journeys were designated in 2008 as a national Important
Cultural Property and in 2018 as a Hokkaido Heritage.

Takeshiro visited Kamuykotan, a village in current Asahikawa twice: in 1857 and 1858.

In 1857, he departed the Ishikari Unjoya (trading post) on May 19 (modern June 10) in a dugout canoe
steered by an Ainu guide and arrived in Kamuykotan on May 25 (June 16,) and then Chubetsuputo Obanya
(trading post) by way of Harusnay (current Harushinai) on the following day. He explored Kamikawa for
about four months before returning home.

In 1858, Takeshiro left Ishikari on Feb. 24 (modern April 7). He camped in Raunenai (recorded as Orannai
in his notes), at Kamuykotan, Asahikawa on March 1 (modern April 14), and lodged at the Chubetsuputo
on the following day. After visiting Ainu villages in Kamikawa, he departed on March 9 (modern April 22)
for the then-called “Tokachi-goe,” walking from Asahikawa to Tokachi to map the rivers and mountains.
He went through Tokachi Ru-cis, a pass located between Mount Furano and Mount Mae-Furano; reached
Oho-ut-nai (current day Otsu, Toyokoro); and headed for Kushiro. Takeshiro was always with Ainu
guides. Without them, he could not have even made a short trip. In “Tozai Ezo Sansenchi Torishirabezu,”
the geographical report on mountains and rivers in Hokkaido that he compiled to sum up all of the
Hokkaido explorations that he had made, he listed the names of the 270 Ainu people who had helped him.

From the beginning, Takeshiro felt sympathy for Ainu people, as they were, as fishery workers, abused and
exploited by non-Ainu local Japanese residents. He continued again and again to urge the Tokugawa
Shogunate and the Meiji government to give them better treatment, but unfortunately, they would not
listen to him.

Many of the Ainu-language place names recorded in Takeshiro’s journey reports are related to
geographical peculiars and information on local life. As the Ainu were non-literate, place names in the
Ainu language themselves worked as travel guides. This leaflet was compiled to function as a guidebook
with which travelers can refer to when visiting the Kamikawa area, following the routes that Takeshiro
took there and enjoying the features of places whose names are described in the Ainu.

Notes

Those who want to know in detail the places in Asahikawa that Takeshiro explored, local Ainu culture or
the Tokachi Ru-cis pass route that he traveled on from Biei to Kami-Furano are suggested to refer to the
website described at the end of this leaflet and/or relevant organizations. This leaflet uses Ainu-language
place names that are most commonly recognized, but readers are advised to keep in mind that they are not
always unified. Those who are interested in further details are also suggested to consult reference works.

Date Style: In “Tokachi Nisshi” (Tokachi Journal) Takeshiro wrote dates using the Japanese lunar
calendar, as common in Japan in this period. Journal entries reproduced here retain this style. Elsewhere
in this leaflet, Gregorian (modern) date is given following Japanese lunar date (about one month later) in
parentheses e.g. May 19 (modern June 10).

Tokachi Nisshi—Feb.

'The extremely strong wind is blowing, while the snow is flurrying, as if it were a mid-winter day. It is like the sandstorms that
devastate the Honshu main island. Having set the needle of my compass to east-northeast, I walked about two kilometers and
climbed a mountain on which Sakhalin firs grew extensively. The mountain was as steep as my palm when I set the hand up to the
sky. It was such a dangerous place that once I took a misstep, I would end up descending into a very deep valley. When I advanced
another 1.8 kilometers, there was a sheer cliff, at which I reached Kamuykotan, a place where the Ainu thought the gods lived.
(Source: Page 25, “Jiyuyaku Tokachi Nisshi” (2017) written by Tomoe Shimomura from Matsuura’s original work)

.Kamuykotan Kamuykotan stretches approximately three kilometers from Sike-us-i-pa, the rock area
near the Kamuy Bridge, to Harusnay. When people traveled on dugout canoes, it was the most dangerous
point to pass in the Ishikari River. The Ainu people thought that gods lived in such difficult places, calling it
Kamuy (god)-kotan (village).

Access

Location: Kamuykotan, Kamuy-cho, Asahikawa City, Hokkaido 078-0185

Access: From Asahikawa Bus Terminal, take a bus bound for Ashibetsu on the Ashibetsu-Asahikawa line

or for Fukagawa Shiritsu Byouin Mae on the Fukagawa-Asahikawa line (both Hokkaido Chuo Bus). Get off
at the Kamuykotan bus stop. Also the Rumoi-Asahikawa line bound for Rumoi Jujigai (Engan Bus) departs
from Stand 22 and 23 at the terminal. Asahikawa to Kaumuykotan takes about 25 mins.

4 Sike—us—i—pa Sike (carrying luggage on the back)-us (always doing)-i (place)-pa (upper place)

P Kamuiiwa (kut-ne-sir) 4
Kamuiiwa Hiking Course L

Kut (cliff)-ne (forming)- sir (mountain)

Itis called Kamuy-iwa today. There are folktales
indicating that it was the fortress of Samaikur,
the god of Culture.

God of Culture: It is said the god descended
from heaven to the lower world to give wisdom
to the Ainu people. In some regions he is called
Okikurumi.

Kamuykotan
al ?
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P Para-moy Para (big)-moy (bay)
“Moy” could also mean a bend of a river where water flows slowly.

» Rep-us-pe
Rep (offshore)-us (always there)-pe (thing)
A big rock that stretches into a river

@®Demon’s Footprints (nitnekamuy-o-rawosma-i)
Nitnekamuy (Demon)-o (there)-rawosma (stuck in the mud)-i (place)
The Demon became stuck in the mud and Samaikur cut off its head,
which fell here.

P Tes

It was named tes (fish * & L

fence), as a line of

huge rocks spanning from one side of the river to the
other looked like a fish-catching fence. In the Ainu
legend, the Demon placed these rocks to prevent water
flow and give trouble to Ainu people in Kamikawa. So
Samaikur battled with the Demon to allow water to flow
again.

P Harusnay (previous Harushinai River)
Haru(food)-us(abound)-nay(creek)
“haru” may generally mean food. As the rapid flow of the Kamuykotan section of the Ishikari River was too
risky for dugout canoes to travel, Ainu people landed their canoes up or downstream of the section, and
walked through it. They ate a portable meal on the riverbank
where the Harusnay (now the Kamuy Daiyonsen River) flows
down to join the Ishikari.

@®Demon’s Head (nitnekamuy-sapa)
Nitnekamuy (Demon)-sapa (head)
In the Ainu legend, the Demon battled with Samaikur here, but
was defeated and beheaded. “There is a rock on the left bank of
the river (when looking upriver) that is some six meters high and
looks like a head,” Takeshiro recorded in “Teishisaiko Ishikari
Nisshi (diary)”. “This is said to be Demon’s head.”

@®Demon’s Body (nitnekamuy-netopake)
Nitnekamuy (Demon)-netopake (body)
“There is a huge rock on Mount Kamuynetopake that is about 21-24 meters in height,” Takeshiro
observed: “This must be the body of Nitnekamuy. “Netopake” is the word for “body” in the Ainu language,
he added. Takeshiro drew the rock in his notebook.

Kamuykotan pit dwelling ruins

More than 200 pit dwellings and several casi (fortress) from the middle of the Satsumon era (approximately
1,000-1,200 years ago) have been found. Satsumon potteries, spindle whorls and other remains have been
discovered.

Daisetsu Mountains
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@Tateiwa Rock (ipe-tam-suma) Ipe (eat)-tam (sword)-suma (rock)
The Ainu name of this rock is related to the story of the man-eating sword
that is believed to have waited in this area at night to slash people.

@®Swamp (asam-sak-to) Asam (bottom)-sak (no)-to (swamp)
It is the site of the swamp into which an Ainu villager sank the man-eating
sword with a divine force to suppress its supernatural powers. The swamp
is now reclaimed land.

@sSuijin Ryuo Shrine
A sword, found by accident while the shrine was under construction, is now
enshrined as its object of worship.

P Chubetsuputo Trading Post (former site)
Trading posts were the facilities promoting interactions between Ainu and other Japanese people.
Takeshiro himself stayed at trading posts in 1857 and 1858 during his research trips. The words “cuk” and
“pet” mean “autumn” and “river,” respectively. Collectively, they mean the rivers in which “cuk-cep”
(breeding salmon that change color in autumn) run in large numbers. The word “putu” refers to “river
mouth,” but the actual trading post was situated near the junction of the Chubetsu and Ishikari rivers.

@cChikabumi (cikap-un-i)
The name comes from the Ainu word cikap (bird)-un (exist)-i (place). It is known as a white-tailed sea
eagle nesting site.

@®Mt. Arashiyama (ci-nomi-sir)
Mt. Arashiyama was worshipped from old times by
the Kamikawa Ainu as a sacred place. In the Ainu
language, it is called “ci (we)-nomi (prayer)-sir
(mountain).” As remains from the Stone Age have
been found, it was a place where people have
shaped history for thousands of years. It is now
the location of various reproductions of Ainu
homes and ritual altar.

Arashiyama Hiking Course

Arashiyama Tunnel

H
Kappa no Sato
Arashiyam’g Park

Mailing address: 9 sen Nishi 4 go, Aza
Chikabumi, Takasu, Kamikawa-gun 071-1200
Access: Take a bus on Route 3 or 33 run by
Asahikawa Denkikido Bus and get off at Hoppo
Yasoen (Northern Wild Plants Garden) bus stop. Mt. Chlkabunﬂ
Open: From Apr. 29---Oct. 5 (may be extended to e
31) During this period, everyday open. /'
Business hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Jul. and Aug. /

to 6 p.m.) (entrance by 4:30 p.m. 30 min. before

the closing time.) Admission fees: Free

O
Na}_tllpr%al
ighway

» Nociw
It is a big rock existing at the outlet of the Osarappe River. When Ainu people saw a star falling from the
sky and went to the place where it fell, there was the rock. Since then, the Ainu have called the rock nociw
that means a star in Ainu.

®Kawamura Kaneto

Ainu Memorial Museum
The oldest and only private Ainu museum in Japan
was built in 1916 by Kaneto Kawamura, the eighth
head of the Kawamura, an old family in Kamikawa.
Kawamura set up the museum for the purpose of
correctly carrying on the Ainu culture. Daily
necessities and other important materials are
displayed to teach the Ainu culture and customs.

Asahlkawa Hokumon
Post Office

Hokumon-cho

Asahimachi 1 jo @

_Kawamura Kaneto
Ainu Memorial Museum

HOkk:IdO University
Mailing address: 11 Hokumon-cho, Asahikawa, 4 Asa%k%?/y;ﬁ(‘:tg)r?\pus
Hokkaido 070-0825 %{_
Access: Take a bus K
on Route 24 (bound ’5
for Hokumon-cho Asahikawa Nishi
21-chpme) run by High School N A Kwabata
Asahikawa Om 150m Post Office ®
Denkikido Bus and —al
get off at the Ainu Kinenkan-mae bus stop.
Business hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (to 6 p.m. in July and August) every day
Admission fees: Adults--¥500 (¥400), junior and senior high school
students--¥400 (¥350), elementary school students--¥300 (¥250) and
preschool children—free. The discount rates described in the parentheses
are applied for groups of 20 people or more.
Tel.: 0166-51-2461 Fax: 0166-52-6518 E-mail: kotankorkur@yahoo.co.jp
URL: http://k-aynu-mh.jp/
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The Asahikawa City Museum is one of the top museums in Hokkaido,
where visitors can comprehensively learn about the history and
nature of Asahikawa and other municipalities in the Kamikawa area.
Exhibits chronologically show the history of Asahikawa life from the
Old Stone Age (about 20,000 years ago); the Jomon, epi-Jomon,
Satsumon and Ainu culture periods; and the Hokkaido development
era. Nature-related exhibitions are given in four themes: the history of
the Kamikawa basin as well as the nature in Asahikawa, in Winter
and on the Daisetsu Mountains.

Address: 7-chome, Kagura 3-jo, Asahikawa-shi, Hokkaido 070-8003

Access: On foot from JR Asahikawa Station’s South Exit, 820 m via the Crystal Bridge (approx. 10 minutes)
Opens: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Admissions are accepted until 4:30 p.m.) Jun. to Sep. every day open.

Closed: Second and fourth Mondays of the month and Dec. 30-Jan. 4 (When a national holiday falls on a
Monday, closed on the following Tuesday.) Admission fees: Individuals—adults: ¥350, high school
students: ¥230 and junior high and elementary school students: free; groups (of 20 or more)—adults: ¥280
and high school students: ¥180; year-long passes—adults: ¥700 and high school students: ¥460.

Tel.: 0166-6-2004 and fax: 0166-69-2001

Biei-Kamifurano

After visiting Kamuykotan, Takeshiro and companions left the
Chubetsuputo Trading Post on March 9 (modern April 22), 1858 to
head for Tokachi by way of Tokachi Ru-cis. Following is a brief
introduction of the so-called Tokachi Ru-cis route. Takeshiro was
accompanied by 12 Ainu guides, including Kuchinkor, Shirikotsune,
Isoteku, and Toyonosuke lida, an official from the Hakodate
Magistrate’s Office. The route had long been a trail used by large herds of deer that migrated for
overwintering from their habitats in Ishikari and Kamikawa, on the Sea of Japan side of Hokkaido, to Tokachi
on the Pacific Ocean side, where it snowed less. The Ainu were also using the route in the snowy season.

The Biei-Kamifurano area is famous for having one of the most
beautiful agricultural sceneries in Japan. However, when Mount
Tokachi erupted on May 24, 1926, there was a tragedy in which a
total of 144 residents in Biei and Kamifurano were killed in mud flow
from the eruption. Local people made enormous efforts to restore
their communities and so farmlands buried by mud flows were
restored within five years. Now, as sections of the route cross
private land, visitors are only allowed to walk when accompanied by
local guides.
*The notes on the Ainu place names between Biei to Kamifurano are based on the results of the study at
the Ainu place-name study group of the Ainu Place-Name Society, referring to “Ru-cisi” no yukue”, an
on-site research report of Keiji Yamaya.

P Ru-cis Ru (a road)-cis (steep)

P Bebetsu (pe-pet or pet pet) River Pe (water)-pet (river) or pet (river)-pet (river)
Takeshiro and his travel companions crossed the Bebetsu River.

Tokashi Nisshi—March 5

(Having crossed the Bebetsu River,) we climbed a small mountain after passing the O-mak-un-pet, T and Poro-kot-
rivers, all of which run into the Biei River, a tributary of the Ishikari River. It seems to be a warm area. Most of the snow has
thawed, and the dogtooth violet, butterbur scape, Amur adonis, Alpine leak and others were coming out. When advancing some
four kilometers, we reached a creek called Horonai and slept outdoors there. At night, we picked some butterbur scape sprouts.
We marinated and ate them. Unlike those found in Honshu, they were not bitter at all. Later at night, we caught a fox. (Source:
Pages 34-35, “Jiyuuyaku Tokachi Nisshi”)

P O-mak-un-pet O (river end)-mak (back)-un (there is/are)-pet (river)
It can be understood that “o-mak-un-pet” is a river that runs into a tributary of the Bebetsu River
(Mak-un-pet). It was reclaimed in a farmland project that started in 1894.

P To-sen-nai (To-sam-nay) “To (swamp)-sam (near)-nay (creek).” In those days, there may have
been a swamp there when the snow thawed. Like O-mak-un-pet, there is no such a place anymore.

4 Poro-kot-nay Poro (big)-kot (hollow)-nay (creek)

> Poro-nay Poro (large)-nay (creek)
Itis a place where Takeshiro and his travel companions camped. Today, it is the Hokuei River.

P Siki-us-nay siki (a sort of cyperus plant)-us (there are many)-nay (creek)
It is the Biden River today.

Tokachi

‘We departed while the heavy wind was blowing lometers, we arrived at Kaonai, and in another 1.
kilometers, the Okikiniushi River. There is a huge open field around here. We walked about four kilometers to the southeast. We
finally came to the Biei River, which is about 18 meters wide. There are a lot of small stones at the river bottom, making current as
fast as those in waterfalls. The water is so cold that I feel as if my fingers were ripped off.

By way of Piye-naye, a small creek, then, we climbed a hill. We moved forward some two kilometers in an open field and stood on
a big rock. We can clearly see mountains in four directions. ....Proceeding further four kilometers through reedy fields, we arrived
at the bank of the Furano River that originates in Mount Io in the Tokachi Mountains, and the water had a strong sulfurous smell.
I tried to drink the water with my hand, but the Ainu guides stopped me, saying the water is poisonous. We have heard a story
that Ainu people from Tokachi passed by this place a long time ago. As this river was not frozen, although other things were, they
drank water from the river as they did not know it was poisonous, and died. This river does not freeze no matter how cold it is. It
does not even allow a fish to live in it, either. When crossing this river, we advanced some two kilometers in wildland and passed
Ku-o-nay, a small creek, and slept outside at the bank of Rer-ke-usi-nay, another small creek. Note: There is a record of an eruption
that took place a year earlier than the visit of the Takeshiro party (in 1857).

As for what we can see from here, by the way, there is a wide plain. There is nothing in the way of our sight—about 12 kilometers
from the bottom of Mount Biei to the east, about 50 kilometers all the way to mountains situated in the west of Sorachi to the west
and about 20 kilometers to the north and south. Surrounded by mountains, it is warm. It is extensive as equivalent to the whole
area of a province in Honshu. (Source: Pages 35-38, “Jiyuuyaku Tokachi Nisshi”)

P O-kene-us-i O (river end)-kene (alder)-us (growing in large numbers)-i (place)

P Biei (piye) River Piye means “greasy” (river), referring to the e e r——
Biei River. Itis said to have been cloudy with sulfur coming from R
Mount Tokachi. L

» Piye-naye Piye (fat)-naye (small creek in a mountain)
It may have been located near Shinei-no-oka. Takeshiro drew several
pictures there.

P Poro-k(u)-an-pet Poro (large)-k(u) (arrow trap)-an (there
is/are)-pet (river)
It refers to the currently-named Ehorokanbetsu River.

P Furano (Fura-nu-i) River Fura (smell)-nu (feel)-i (place)
It refers to today’s Furano River.

H e , i

Uma Tebikae Sangaku Chobozu
by Takeshiro Matsuura

(Source: Matsuura Takeshiro
Memorial Museum)

P Kakonai (Ku-o-nay) Ku (arrow trap)-o (many)-nay (creek)

P Rer-ke-usi-nay Rer (behind a mountain)-ke (place)-usi (there
is/are)-nay (creek)
It refers to Nakanosawa, which is located at the southernmost point of Hinodeyama.

Tokachi Nisshi—March 7

At daybreak, the wind was growing much stronger, further enlarging the fire that the Ainu had made on March 6 to warm them
up. Having walked about one kilometer across burned out land and passing Fushiko-pet, a small creek, we arrived at Iwao-pet, a
medium creek. As the creeks both come from volcanoes, water is acid in taste. After walking some two kilometers, we reached
Reposi- and climbed a flat-topped hill, Korkuniuskot. When advancing four more kilometers, we came to a place where there
were a lot of plants and trees, passed ni(y)otoy and entered a bamboo forest where Sakhalin firs grew in clusters. We, then, went
down approximately 600 meters from there, crossed the Pe-pe-ruy-i River, moved ahead about two kilometers, and found a river
bank where there are large stones that had become spherical bodies in water fluxes. There was some inches of snow on those
stones. As we are crossing the river, walking on them, it is extremely dangerous because we could step into space between stones.
(Source: Pages 35-38, “Jiyuuyaku Tokachi Nisshi”)

P Fushiko-pet Fushiko (old)-pet (river)

P Iwao-pet Iwao (sulfur)-pet (river)

> Reposi-nai It comes from “pepesi (thaw water flow)-nay (creek).”

P Korkoniuskot Korkoni (butterbar)-us (there are many)-kot (place)

P Ni-(y)o-toy Ni(tree)-(y)o(there are many)-toy(place)

> Pe-pe-ruy-i Pe (water)-pe (water) or pepe—pepesi (thaw water)-ruy (affluent)-i (place)
Having crossed the Pe-pe-ruy River and stay a night in a mountain, Takeshiro’s party left

Sat-tek-pepe-ruy-i Creek; passed Tokachi Ru-cis, a pass between mountains Maefurano and Furano; and
headed for Tokachi.

> Sat-tek-pepe-ruy-i Sat (dry)-tek (state)-pepe—pepesi (thaw water flow)-ruy (affluent)-i (place)

P Daisetsu Mountains (Nutap-ka-us-pe) Nutap (inside of a bend in a river)-ka (on)-us (always
there)-pe (thing)

P Mt. Tomuraushi (Tonra-us-i) Tonra (a type of waterweed)-us (many)-i (place)
P Mt. Optateshike (Op-ta-teske) Op (spear)-ta (there)-teske (bounced back)

P Mt. Maefurano (Ok-cis-pan-sa-(y)i-us-pe) Ok (nape of the neck)-cis (steeply sloping road)
or (mountain path)-pan (lower part of a river)-sa (front)- (y)i (there is/are)-us (attached)-pe (thing)

P Mt. Furano (Ok-cis-pan-sa-(y)i-us-pe) Ok (nape of the neck)-cis (steeply sloping
road)(mountain path)-pan (upper part of a river)-sa (front)- (y)i (there is/are)-us (attached)-pe (thing)

Ainu place names: Ainu Place Name Research Society (President: Hisakazu Fujimura)
Address: 1-1, Nishi 1 chome, Kita 11 jo, Kita-ku, Sapporo, Hokkaido, Japan Tel/Fax: 011-728-6400

Asahikawa tourism information: Asahikawa Tourism & Convention Association
2F Food Terrace, 7 chome 5 jo dori, Asahikawa, 070-0035, Hokkaido, Japan
Tel: 0166-23-0090 Fax: 0166-23-1166 URL: https://www.atca.jp/

Bie-Kamifurano hiking course:

Tokachidake Geo Park Planning Association

Address: Biei Townhall, 6-1, Honcho 4 chome, Biei, Kamikawa-gun, 071-0292 Hokkaido, Japan
TEL: 0166-76-4004 FAX: 0166-76-4005

URL: https://www.tokachidake-geopark.jp/ E-mail: info@tokachidake-geopark.jp

Biei Tourism Association URL: https://www.biei-hokkaido.jp/ja/

Japan Heritage:
URL: https://daisetsu-kamikawa-ainu.jp/en/
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