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For Gloria Patricia Cortes, a geologist of Manizales Observatory, it was a
particularly glim moment. On the rainy night of November 13, 1985, Cortes
was at home in Manizales, where she lived with her parents. Then a geology

student at the University of Caldas, the usually affordable Cortes was irritable.

She had taken a makeup exam at the university that afternoon and had been
forced to miss the field trip with her paleontology class bound for Ibague. But
their friends hadn’t made it to Ibague that night. They were in Armero. By
the next morning, half of their classmates were dead.

Cortes was devastated. Wracked by guilt for her own good fortune,
she had quit to going to the university. After several months, Cortes’s father,
tired to see her daughter in so much pain, pulled her out of the bed - where
she now spend hour upon hour, alone — and put his arm around her shoulder.

“My father told me the one thing | can do for my friends,” Cortes says,
“is to go and learn about the volcano. Learn about what happened to my
friends in Armero. And help make sure this never happen again.”

Cortes took his advice . Now seven years later (in 1993), she had planned
to go to the (Garelas) crater with her good friend Joze Arles Zapata. But like
many others at the workshop, she had been told there wasn'’t room.
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Ruiz Volcanic Geopark project, a strategy of social appropriation of geoscientific knowledge and volcanic

risk management Gloria Patricia Cortés1, E.A. Rodriguez2, L.P. Arbeldez3, O. Gonzalez1, Marta Lucia Calvache1, Cristian Mauricio Lopez Velez1 1Servicio Geologico Colombiano,
Colombia 2Parque Nacional Natural Los Nevados, Colombia 3Cotelco Caldas, Colombia

The technical cooperation offered by the government of Japan to Colombia through “JICA” has allowed Colombian volcanologists to participate in the
program, “Prevention and management of volcanic disasters for the countries of Central and South America”. Among the most significant findings is that
lessons of the eruption of the Nevado del Ruiz volcano on November 13, 1985 and the resulting Armero disaster can advance prevention
strategies in Japan. Lessons from past eruptions are highlighted to help prepare for future eruptions. These lessons include the importance of preventative
education by utilizing and preserving the ruins of eruptive disasters, the importance of visiting, enjoying and learning from active volcanoes, and the
importance of generating trusting relationships between the volcanologists, the public, and authorities of the territory. Motivated by what we observed in the
Toya-Usu UNESCO Global Geopark in Japan and with a goal to multiply the knowledge acquired in Japan for the benefit of the country, we proposed that
the Nevado del Ruiz volcano as the first Geopark in Colombia. This park would have the great responsibility to spread the lessons from the 1985 disaster
to the country and the world. The project is a regional integration strategy that seeks socio-economic and sustainable development through conservation of
geological, cultural and natural heritage. The proposed polygon has an extent of 2287 km2, includes 4 Departments (Caldas, Tolima, Risaralda and Quindio),
and represents a typical volcanic environment that will favor learning about science, nature, history and culture. Socio-economic and cultural development
projects will be carried out at a local level, following the principles of geo-conservation, geotourism and geo-education. The Ruiz Volcanic Geopark will
contribute to the knowledge of the territory and the social appropriation and management of volcanic risk.
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From the abstract by Cortes et al. (2018) presented at 10™ Cities on Volcanoes (COV10), IAVCE! International Symposium at Napoli, Italy
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